Book reviews
Peripheral Entrapment Neuropathies by Harvey P Kopell MD FACS and Walter A L Thompson MD FACS pp v+ 171 illustrated 60s Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins 1963 London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox This is a very specialized book devoted to the clinical features of mechanically induced neuropathies. It deals particularly with localized injury and inflammation in a peripheral nerve in relationship to specific sites where a nerve becomes entrapped in a fibrous or osseofibrous tunnel or courses in a fibrous band.
It is a book which will be of interest to the neurologist, neurosurgeon and orthopedic surgeon, who will find within its pages a lucid description of the several chronic peripheral neuropathies which can easily be mistaken for a central type of lesion. The text, photographs, and in particular the line drawings, are clear and well laid out, allowing for easy reading and ready reference.
Monographs of this nature are becoming increasingly numerous and inevitably have a limited field of readers, but it is important that the profession be aware of their existence for in such a book the simple answer to a baffling problem may be easily found.
JAMES 0 ROBINSON
An Introduction to Respiratory Cytology by Winifred Liu MSC MD ppxi+115 illustrated $5.75 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1964 This little book gives a short account of the anatomy, physiology, and histology of the respiratory system in language which is suitable for those without previous medical training; it then goes on to describe the techniques of collection of specimens and preparation of stained films. Though few cytologists will agree with-all the minor technical details, the subject is generally well covered.
The second half of the book is devoted to descriptions of the morphology of the various benign cells encountered in sputum and pleural fluids. As the author states, 'the text is written in the simplest language designed for use in the early phase of cytotechnology training'. Provided this is borne in mind the reader will not be disappointed that the descriptions of the benign cells stop short of the abnormal forms which give rise to confusion. The normal exfoliated respiratory cells are subdivided into more types than their differences in morphology would seem to justify, especially in view of the type of reader for whom the book is intended. The black and white microphotographs are adequate but tend to be repetitive.
The organized training of technicians is a prerequisite to the establishment of a proper cytological service; progress in this country has been slow, but a start has at last been made and cytologists will find this book helpful in furthering the process.
G The text contains numerous misspellings and numerical errors, but reads well. Most of the sources cited are Russian and journal references are omitted. When non-Russian sources are quoted, familiar names often appear in unfamiliar spellings.
The first third of the book is a clear account of basic physics, dosimetry and health-protection though, surprisingly, we learn nothing about the
